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On New 
Year’s Eve, 
I loaded up 

my two kids and 
headed out of the 
house for a couple 
of errands. It was 

nice to get out of the house for a few 
hours, especially after the past week of 
Christmas, movie watching, binging TV 
shows, and playing with Christmas toys. 
After completing our errands, I decided 
to take the scenic route home.

About 15 minutes into this drive, 
I realized how much I love our area. 
I’ll never get tired of rolling hills, the 
transition between river bluffs and 
timbered woods. I love the look of 
evergreen trees with snow and frost on 
them. I love pointing out bald eagles to 
my kids and having them be amazed by 
their size. I love watching the transition 
of running water to frozen creeks. This 
love affair continued for nearly 90 

minutes. Love was truly in the air.
It’s easy for us to get so busy during 

the holidays and once they are over, we 
sort of feel this emptiness that comes 
with January. By February, if we haven’t 
figured out how to fill that void, the 
winter can begin to take its 
toll. I’m planning on doing 
more over the next couple 
of months to get out of the 
house and enjoy the area 
where we live. I encourage 
you to do the same.

Take a few minutes 
to get out of the house, 
go for a drive, see the 
countryside. Call ahead and visit a few 
friends. Winter doesn’t have to be a 
period of darkness and dread. It should 
be celebrated for the new opportunities 
it presents. The crispness of the pure 
air, the opportunities for snow to cover 
up old tracks, and the beauty of the 

For the past 13 years, Jay Nesseth, PPCS’ member relations 
manager, has been our Subject Matter Expert (SME), 

sharing energy efficiency and safety tips with members 
through his monthly column “Jay Talking.” He’s provided 
valuable information to help PPCS members save energy and 
money. Over the past few months, Jay has taken on the role 
of working closely with monthly billing and is even using 
the R-word (retirement). So, it’s time to pass the torch, or 
typewriter, to a new SME.

With this month’s edition of Wisconsin Energy Cooperative 
News, PPCS is introducing a feature called Tail Gate Tips 
with Ryan. Master electrician Ryan Meyer joined PPCS in 
September 2021 and has been busy working with our load 
management system, wiring broadband communication huts, 
and just getting to know PPCS members.

Meyer started as an apprentice with Meyer Brothers 
Electric and Heating, achieving his residential master 
electrician license in 2014. By 2016, he achieved his 
Wisconsin Master Electrician license (covering residential and 

commercial wiring) and Minnesota Journeyman’s license. A 
resident of the River Falls area, Meyer and his wife, Brittani, 
are raising three boys: Preston, 5, Mason, 3, and Jameson, 6 
months. He enjoys golfing on the rare occasion that he has free 
time.

Meyer is looking forward to sharing his knowledge with 
PPCS members, but it might be shared using something a little 
more modern than a typewriter.  

PASSING THE TORCH… 
OR THE TYPEWRITER

LOVE IS IN THE AIR
shimmering sun. For many of our 
members, especially those who depend 
on the peaks of seasonal business, now 
would be a great time to patronize them. 
Just about every month, I learn about 
one of our members who is operating a 

business from their home. 
We have amazing talent 
in our own backyards. 
Go exploring and find a 
way to visit our member 
businesses.

Simply put, take a 
few minutes in February to 
share the love. You might 
find it’s contagious and 

that in doing so we can all help make 
our area a little bit brighter, a little bit 
of a happier place, if we just take a few 
minutes to recognize our surroundings 
and our fortune living in this beautiful 
place. Until next month, I hope you have 
a wonderful February, and take care!

Winter doesn’t 
have to be 
a period of 

darkness and 
dread.
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16 Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News

Crews are continuing to work in the Phase 1 area, connecting homes to high-
speed fiber internet. Design work is in process for the Phase 2 area. As soon 

as weather permits, crews will be starting the work of building out the fiber 
network in Phase 2. This includes line inspections, trenching conduit to run the 
fiber, and stringing cable on poles where overhead power lines are installed. 

If you have not registered your interest in high-speed fiber internet service 
yet, go to www.swiftcurrent.coop and complete the registration process. Call our 
friendly staff at 800-924-2133 if you have questions.

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN,
Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the

.

Phase 1

PSC Phase 2 Grant Areas

PPCS Territory

BROADBAND BUILDOUT CONTINUES

Planning is underway for our 85th 
annual meeting. The annual meeting 

is a special time for co-op members to 
gather, share experiences, hear from 
co-op leadership and, perhaps most 
importantly, vote to elect your new 
board members. This year we will be 
electing directors for districts 1, 2, and 3. 

We’ve scheduled the annual meeting 
for a new day and time: Tuesday, April 
5 at 5 p.m. The meeting will still be 
held at the Ellsworth High School 
Cafetorium. This year’s meeting will 
feature a traveling exhibit from the 
Wisconsin Veterans Museum, picnic 
supper, and door prizes. 

We recognize there are continuing 
health concerns regarding COVID-19.  
Planning is underway to make sure 
we can host the annual meeting in a 
way that provides for social distancing 

while still allowing members to fully 
participate in this democratic process—
and be entered for prize drawings, as 
well! Watch for your March edition 
of Wisconsin Energy Cooperative 
News and read through our annual 

report. You’ll also be receiving voting 
materials in a separate mailing in early 
March.

April 5 is also spring election day. 
We hope you’ll turn out to vote, then 
join us at the annual meeting.

ANNUAL MEETING PLANNING IS UNDERWAY

PPCS’ Commitment to 
Community program o�ers 
energy assistance to low-income 
individuals or families who are 
electric members of PPCS. If 
you need assistance, start by 
contacting the Department of 
Human Services for the county in 
which you reside. If you qualify 
through the county, you will 
be eligible for a voucher to be 
applied to your PPCS electric bill.  

Bu�alo County: 
608-685-4412

Pierce, Pepin & St. Croix 
Counties: 715-265-4271

For more information, contact 
our billing coordinator at 715-
273-4355, 800-924-2133, ext. 104 
or info@piercepepin.coop. 

NEED HELP PAYING 
YOUR ENERGY BILL?
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PPCS o�ers a $1,000 scholarship to a graduating high school senior 
pursuing a post-secondary education in an electrical line worker (electrical 
power distribution) program. To apply, complete and submit the 
application along with an essay titled “Why I want to be an Electrical Line 
Worker” by March 15, 2022. The application is available through your high 
school guidance o�ce or on our website, www.piercepepin.coop, under My 
Community. Contact Charity Lubich at 715-273-4355, ext. 151 or clubich@
piercepepin.coop with questions.

Small space heaters are meant to do 
exactly as their name says: heat a 

small space. But unfortunately, many 
people use portable space heaters to 
heat their entire home, which can really 
take a toll on your energy bills. The 
truth is, whether you should use space 
heaters really depends on your home’s 
efficiency and energy needs. 

If you’re using a space heater to 
compensate for problems in your 
home, like inadequate insulation, drafty 
windows and exterior doors, or an 
inefficient heating system, space heaters 
are not a practical solution. Your best 
bet is to improve the overall efficiency 
of your home. If you’re on a tight 
budget, caulking and weather stripping 
around windows and exterior doors is 
a low-cost, easy way to save energy. 
Depending on the size of your home, 
adding insulation can be a great next 
step. Loose fill insulation typically costs 
$1 to $1.50 per square foot. Taking 
these proactive energy-saving measures 
rather than relying on space heaters for 
supplemental warmth can reduce your 
heating and cooling bills for years to 
come. 

Perhaps your home is energy 
efficient but you’re cold-natured and 
want a specific room to be cozier than 

the rest. In this case, a space heater 
may work for your needs. A good 
comparison is ceiling fans; we use 
ceiling fans in the summer to cool 
people, not rooms. A space heater can 
be used in a similar way during winter 
months. Only use a space heater in 
small spaces that you’re occupying and, 
if possible, try to shut off other rooms 
to contain the warmth provided by the 
space heater. If you decide to use a 
space heater to heat a small area in your 
home, make sure the heater is properly 
sized for the space; most heaters include 
a general sizing table. 

A word about safety: the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
estimates more than 25,000 residential 
fires are associated with the use of 
space heaters every year, resulting in 
more than 300 deaths. If you must use 
a space heater, purchase a newer model 
that includes the most current safety 
features and make sure it carries the 

Underwriter’s Laboratory (UL) label. 
Choose a thermostatically controlled 
heater to avoid energy waste and 
overheating and place the heater on 
a level surface away from foot traffic 
when in use. Always keep children and 
pets away from space heaters. 

Consider alternative ways to stay 
warm like extra layers of clothing 
or UL-approved electric blankets. If 
you have hardwood or tile floors, lay 
down area rugs to provide additional 
insulation (and appeal!) and maintain 
warmth. We know it’s cold out there, 
but remember in addition to safety 
concerns, space heaters can greatly 
increase your energy bills if used 
improperly. 

If you’re looking for alternative 
ways to save energy and increase 
comfort in your home, contact our 
member relations team at 800-924-
2133. We’re here to help you manage 
your energy use. 

Are Portable Space 
Heaters E�cient for 

My Home?

APPLICATION DEADLINE APPROACHING
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W7725 U.S. Highway 10, P.O. Box 420
Ellsworth, WI 54011-0420

715-273-4355 • 800-924-2133
info@piercepepin.coop • www.piercepepin.coop

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
Offi ce Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Power Outages and Emergencies: 800-927-5705

Nate Boettcher, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass
District 3 ..............Brian Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph Bacon
District 5 ..............Ann Young
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman
District 8 ..............Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
District 9 ..............Daniel Reis

18 Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News

PPCS urges snowmobilers and ATV riders to avoid riding in areas near 
electric distribution equipment. Slow down, especially at night, and 
stay on marked trails. Keep in mind that your ability to maneuver your 
machine is often restricted in road ditches, yards, and rights-of-way 
where poles, guy wires, and transformer boxes might be located.

PPCS believes in the power of 
volunteers, individuals who 
step forward and use their 
talents to bene� t others. These 
volunteers are the unsung 
heroes in our communities, 
helping improve the quality 
of life for everyone. Help us 
thank outstanding volunteers 
by nominating them for the 
Live Better Community Service 
Award. Recipients receive 
a recognition certi� cate 
and a $100 Visa gift card. 
Nominations are due March 15. 

Learn more at 
www.piercepepin.coop  
under My Community.

ATTENTION 
SNOWMOBILERS 
AND ATV RIDERS!
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