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wiring for broadband, and installing new 
energy effi ciency products, Ryan can 
assist with other electrician services. 
More information will be shared on this 
in 2022.
 Speaking of solar, we will be 
launching our community solar 
program in 2022. Members will have 
the opportunity to purchase blocks of 
output from the solar array. We are 
fi nalizing the cost of each block, but 
we expect them to be around $500-700 
per block, and members will have the 
opportunity to purchase up to 80% of 

their home’s energy use. The board has 
also authorized the ability for members 
to fi nance a portion of this each month 
on their bills. The life expectancy of 
the solar array will be 20–30 years with 
a 10-year return on investment for the 
member using today’s rates. If a member 
leaves the co-op they can transfer to 
another member, include in the home 
purchase, or have the co-op repurchase 
at a discounted rate. The community 
solar program eliminates the need to 
add solar to your rooftop or take up 
space on your property. You receive 

The calendar 
will turn one 
last time in 

2021 before we roll 
into 2022. In a lot 
of ways, the last 12 
months have gone 

in a fl ash. At Pierce Pepin Cooperative 
Services, we’ve had a lot to be thankful 
for over the past year and a lot to look 
forward to in 2022. A part of me wants 
to recap the past year, but there is a 
greater part of me that says we have a lot 
to look forward to in the next 12 months. 
So, with that, I’ll take a few minutes to 
discuss the new and exciting things that 
will be coming in 2022.  
 We were humbled by $6.72 million 
awarded to PPCS to build more fi ber 
in our service area. All nine of our 
applications to the 2022 Wisconsin 
Public Service Commission broadband 
grant program were awarded. These 
projects encompass 460 miles and 
pass by another 2,400 homes. More 
information will be released in early 
2022 as we begin to ramp up our next 
phases. Our fi ber build continues to 
make great strides. It’s never too late to 
express interest or sign up for service. 
Please do so at www.swiftcurrent.coop 
or call our offi ce.
 In September, Ryan Meyer joined 
PPCS as a Master Electrician. Ryan 
has been working over the past several 
months to learn our cooperative bus-
ness, but he’s also been busy installing 
electric vehicle chargers, electric 
thermal storage heaters, replacing load 
control units, and working on wiring our 
telecom huts. As part of our commitment 
to provide energy solutions to our 
members, we are rolling out this new 
service to our members. If you have 
electrician needs, our team can work 
with you on your projects. While our 
focus will be on installing EV chargers, 
assisting and planning residential solar, 
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I am excited to announce 
that rates will remain stable 
with NO PLANNED RATE 
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the same benefi t without the additional 
maintenance and installation.  
 Our board has approved our 2022 
budget. I am excited to announce 
that rates will remain stable with NO 
PLANNED RATE INCREASES in 
2022. While other utilities are pursuing 
rate increases, our staff and board 
have worked hard to ensure that rates 
remain competitive. In addition, we are 
evaluating additional ways to maintain 
competitive rates into the future by 
investing in lower cost renewable energy 
sources and by providing additional 
rate fl exibility for the future. In 2021, 
we started showing the energy demand 
component on members’ billing 
statements. We are reviewing rates that 
allow members to pay less for the kWh 
energy costs while minimizing use on 
peak use days. Our Shift for Savings 
program will benefi t those who minimize 
this demand during hot weather days 
and extreme cold days in the winter. 
We believe these new rates will provide 
greater fl exibility and options for our 
members. In conjunction with the update 
on the rates, members will receive a 
small bill credit in December because of 
returns provided to us by our wholesale 
power supplier.
 Lastly, as we close out 2021 and look 
forward to new beginnings in 2022, we 
want to wish all our members a Merry 
Christmas, a Happy New Year, and a 
Happy Holiday season to all.  
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About Connect Fiber ProjectSwiftCurrent
To find out more information and Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQ's), visit swiftcurrent.coop

SpeedsFastest reliable & secureMost Great for many connected devices

Visit swiftcurrent.coop & click “Check Availability”

your andEnter address, complete the form click “submit”

will discuss nextSwiftCurrent Connect contact you to steps.

The nomination process is underway 
for director candidates in Districts 1, 

2, and 3. Interested individuals residing 
in the districts as shown in the chart at 
right must submit nomination petitions 
signed by at least 10 PPCS members in 
that district by December 17, 2021. 
 To qualify as a director candidate, 
you must:

• Be a cooperative member.
• Be a resident of one of the three 

director districts up for election.
• Not have been employed (you or 

your spouse) by PPCS within the 
preceding fi ve years.

• Not employed by (you or your 
spouse) or fi nancially interested 
in a competing enterprise or a 
business selling electric energy, 
services, or supplies to PPCS.

• Not have pursued any (you or your 
spouse) litigation against PPCS, its 
employees or directors within the 
preceding fi ve years.

• Not have been (you or your spouse) 
delinquent on any obligation owed 
PPCS for more than 60 days within 
the preceding fi ve years.

• Not have been convicted of a 
felony or breach of trust offense 
during your term of offi ce or 
within the preceding fi ve years of 
nomination or election to the board.

PPCS SEEKS DIRECTOR CANDIDATES FOR 2022 ELECTION
 District Incumbent Area

 1 Gerald Drier Pepin County; Town of Maxville in
  (Eligible for re-election.) Bu� alo County

 2 Edward Hass Towns of Hartland, Maiden Rock,
  (Eligible for re-election.) and Isabelle in Pierce County

 3 Brian Berg Towns of Diamond Blu�  and
  (Eligible for re-election.) Trenton in Pierce County

REMINDER:
Scholarships 
Available

PPCS is awarding three 
$1,000 scholarships 
for high school seniors 
graduating in spring 
2021. Applications are due by 
December 17, 2021. Go to 
www.piercepepin.coop under 
My Community for rules and an 
entry form.

 For more information and appropriate forms, contact Laure Andrle at 
715-273-4355 (Ext. 113) or landrle@piercepepin.coop.
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Jay Nesseth,  Member 
Relations Manager

JAY TALKING…
Keep the sparkle of the season

The holidays are an exciting, 
yet hectic time of year. Don’t 
let the bright and colorful 

sparkle of the season distract you 
from taking precautions to stay safe 
when decorating. 

 If you are decorating with an artifi cial tree, make sure you 
choose one with fi re-resistance protection. With a real tree, 
make sure the needles are green and sturdy with a trunk that 
is sticky with resin. These are indicators your tree is well-
hydrated. Keep your tree stand fi lled with water so the tree 
does not become overly dry and present a fi re hazard.
 Never place your tree near heat-emitting devices, such as 
space heaters or radiators, which can become fi re hazards. All 
lights should have a label indicating they have been certifi ed 
by an accredited independent testing laboratory.

 Also make sure the lights are rated for the location where 
they will be used—whether indoors or outside. Before hanging 
your lights, check the strands for broken bulbs as well as 
fraying or bare wires that could present electrical hazards. 
Always replace damaged products.
 If you use an extension cord, never run it (or any other 
cord) under carpets, through doorways, or where they could be 
damaged by furniture. Also make sure it is rated for outdoor 
use if that is where you are using it.
 When decorating outside, always be sure to look up and 
double check that you and any equipment, such as a ladder 
or a light strand, are a minimum 10 feet away from overhead 
power lines. When securing light strands, never staple or nail 
them into place, as this could damage the product.
 Outdoor lights and decorations should be plugged into an 
outlet with ground fault circuit interrupter protection. GFCIs 
are inexpensive electrical devices that can be installed in a 
home’s electrical system or built into a power cord to protect 
against electrical shock. A GFCI constantly monitors the fl ow 

of electricity through a circuit and will shut the circuit down if 
it senses a ground fault.
 Finally, turn off all lights before leaving the home or going 
to sleep. A timer can help you do this.
 Following these safety precautions will keep your holiday 
season merry and bright for all.—Source: SafeElectricity.org
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Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
Offi ce Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Power Outages and Emergencies: 800-927-5705
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Nate Boettcher, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass
District 3 ..............Brian Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph Bacon
District 5 ..............Ann Young
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman
District 8 ..............Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
District 9 ..............Daniel Reis

Animals, specifi cally dairy cows, may be more sensitive to 
electric currents than humans. If you notice sensitive behavior 

in cows and livestock on your farm, such as a tendency to shy away 
from objects or a hesitancy to enter stalls or milking parlors, you 
may have stray voltage issues caused by poor grounding or defective 
electrical equipment. 
 If you suspect a stray voltage problem, our highly trained team 
is ready to help identify any potential stray voltage sources. This is 
a free service to you, our members. PPCS also participates in the 
statewide Safety First! Farm Rewiring program to promote safety by 
assisting dairy farmers with the cost of rewiring projects. For more 
information about stray voltage and the Safety First! Farm Rewiring 
program visit www.piercepepin.coop or contact us at 715-273-4355, 
800-924-2133 or info@piercepepin.coop.

Electric$ense rebate forms are due January 3, 2022. 
Any qualifying products or services purchased and/
or installed January 1 through December 31, 2021, are 
eligible if the required documentation is submitted 
with the proper forms by the due date. For information 
and rebate forms, visit www.piercepepin.coop or 
contact Member Relations.

Electric$ense 
Rebate Forms 
Due January 3

FARM ANIMALS CAN BE SENSITIVE TO ELECTRICITY
PPCS can help identify potential concerns
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