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Homework, the 3 R’s, Deten-
tion, Recess, Summer Vacation 
and Teacher’s Pet are terms 

we all heard, and sometimes dreaded, 
while we were in school. At Forestville 
Vines, those are also the names of their 

SCHOOL IS BACK IN SESSION 
AT FORESTVILLE VINES

(Continued on the inside back cover)

signature wines. Forestville School, a 
one-room schoolhouse built in 1897 just 
south of River Falls, has been rehabil-
itated and transformed into a thriving 
winery.
 Owner Brian Lokrantz began reno-

vating the building in 2017. The building 
stopped functioning as a school around 
1963–64. After that, it housed several 
small businesses of varying types—from 
a karate studio to a dog-training facili-
ty. It was in poor shape when Lokrantz 
began renovations. For instance, it took 
11 coats of paint to cover the walls on 
the interior of the building. Lokrantz 
kept as much of the original schoolhouse 
intact as possible: The walls are all the 
originals and the  oors are the original 
barnboard ith another ood  ooring 
layer on top that is estimated to date 
back to the 1920s. Even the old school 
bell has been rehabilitated.
 The property includes three build-
ings: the tasting room (schoolhouse), an 
outbuilding that will contain a kitchen 
with public restrooms, and a barn/shed 

here the ine is made  nergy effi cien
cy elements were included in all these 
buildings. The buildings are insulated 

ith high effi ciency spray foam, use 
Energy Star-rated furnaces and applianc-
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Lately, I’ve been 
listening to a lot of 
Tom Petty and the 
Heartbreakers during 
my drive into the 

offi ce each day  etty died in , so  
feel fortunate to ha e attended a concert 
of his back in  n full disclosure,  
don t consider myself a music buff, but  
en oy etty because his music seems to 
put me in a good mood  While there are 
plenty of good hits on the radio, Petty 
and the Heartbreakers make me want 
to get in a car and go for a dri e  We as 

mericans seem to en oy the notion of 
letting our hair do n, hopping in a con
ertible or on a motorcycle, and going 

for a dri e  here is something in igorat
ing about the open road  earch pple s 

usic library and you ill fi nd multiple 
playlists of pen oad ssentials   
 ational ri e lectric Week, a cele
bration raising a areness of the benefi ts 
of electric ehicles, is set for eptember 

 through ctober   started to think 
hether e ould lose the open road  

mindset hen it came to electric ehi
cles  s it possible to still en oy cruising 
your fa orite high ay or taking a un
day dri e do n the reat i er oad in 
an electric ehicle
 The short answer is yes! Although we 
may not ha e many choices in elec
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Nate Boettcher, 
President and CEO

he safety and ell being of employees and members is a 
priority for ierce epin ooperati e er ices  hat 
dedication to safety as recently recogni ed hen the cooper
ati e recei ed a o ost ime ccident ard from ederated 

ural lectric nsurance change
  has had no lost time accidents since eptember 

that s o er fi e years, or ,  employee hours
We are ery proud of the culture of safety that has been 

de eloped at our cooperati e,  said ate oettcher,  
president and  his type of achie ement is only possible 
when every employee takes responsibility not only for his or 
her o n safety, but that of co orkers
 he cooperati e participates in regular safety education, 
e uipment inspections, and close call  debriefi ngs to keep all 
employees focused on safety   also has a safety commit
tee responsible for reviewing safety standards and bringing 
any concerns for ard to management

tric ehicles, e are getting closer and 
closer  ate this year, ord ill release 
its ustang ach  and is de eloping 
an all electric  udi has deli ered 
a sporty ehicle dubbed the e tron  esla 
continues to roll out ne  models   
is promising  ne  electric ehicles 
by  he range of these ehicles is 
increasing rapidly   suspect that for most 
of us, being able to dri e  miles on 
a single charge ill suffi ce for  of 
our ehicle use  he one or t o times a 
year we need a longer range will simply 
re uire us to fi nd a e el  charger that 
can recharge batteries to  capacity 

ithin  minutes
 If you haven’t signed up to take the 

 he y olt for a test dri e,  
ould encourage you to do so  s one 

director stated, his thing is cool  
Almost everyone that test drives the 

olt en oys the e perience  he olt is a 
ell designed electric ehicle that ould 

be great for members ho commute or 
are looking for an economical ehicle to 
get around the to n and country  o sign 
up for a test dri e, go to  https calendly
com ppcs go e hour test dri e
 ne of the biggest benefi ts of electric 
ehicles is the affordability and reliabil

ity of po ering your ehicle  lectric 
ehicles are not only good for the en i

ronment, but they often charge o ernight 

Members of the PPCS Safety Committee: (from left) David Chavie, 
Heidi Lindquist, Bryon Gilles, Rick Sweig, and Brad Ristow

PIERCE PEPIN COOPERATIVE SERVICES RECEIVES NO LOST TIME ACCIDENT AWARD

hen the electric grid has lo  demand 
and reliable po er  f you are interested 
in purchasing an electric ehicle,  
offers a  rebate if you purchase our 

 grid enabled electric ehicle char
ger branded as  hese po
erful chargers 
are network 
connected and 
allow us to offer 
special rates 
and incenti es 
for managing your electric use  ontact 

a id ha ie at our offi ce ith any 
uestions

 s e head into fall, e ant to re
mind those of you in the fi eld to be a are 
of electric lines and poles  lease take 
the time to look up and on the ground for 

 e uipment  oo often accidents 
ith machinery could ha e been a oided  
hese are not only costly to our mem

bers, but in many cases result in e tended 
outages  art of our commitment to our 
members is the reliability of electricity 
that e pro ide  We can all do our part to 
ensure our neighbors ha e po er by elim
inating accidents and unplanned outages  
We ish you a safe and bountiful har est  
Lastly, don’t forget to take a few road 
trips through our great ser ice area and 
patroni e our locally o ned businesses  

any of them could use your help

THE EV EXPERIENCE
KEEPS GETTING BETTER
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math and estimates with the cost savings 
on fuel, maintenance expenses like oil 
changes and other regular maintenance, 
and insurance, the cost of his EV is in 
the same range as a Honda Accord.

The Tesla provides a different driving 
experience. There is no dashboard—only 

a touchscreen monitor. Tashjian controls 
the car through an app on his cell phone. 
Lose your keys? Not a chance. There’s a 
backup “key” the size of a credit card he 
carries in his wallet. (He’s never had to 
use it, though.) The software on the car 
is continuously updated through the app 
on Tashjian’s phone.

The Tesla company has made a big 
effort to build out its charging network. 
They have placed super chargers on 
major highways about every two hours’ 
worth of driving. Most are located near 
restaurants, shopping malls, or hotels to 
make it convenient for drivers to charge 
their vehicles. A Tesla driver can get a 
charge worth over 200 miles in about 
one hour on one of these super chargers. 

Eager to travel? Tashjian can enter 
his proposed route in his cell phone app, 
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ONE FANTASTIC EXPERIENCE
Electric vehicles (EVs) are slowly, 

but surely, taking their place as 
a viable transportation option. In 

2020, only 3% of global new-car sales 
were EVs. However, it is estimated by 
the year 2040, EVs will account for 58% 
of new-car sales globally.
 With EVs on the rise, PPCS member 
Diana Buckner and her husband, Kurt, 
decided it as time to purchase their first 
EV. In April of this year, they purchased 
a used 2019 Chevrolet Bolt with 15,000 
miles from Cernohous Chevrolet in 
Prescott. Buckner is employed at a sister 
cooperative that incorporated an electric 
ehicle in their eet   had been think-

ing about electric vehicles for years, then 
test drove the Chevy Bolt at work,” said 
Buckner, “and I was sold.”
 he uckners ere the first  
members to purchase and install a ZEF 
smart charger. PPCS partners with pre-
mier EV charging manufacturer ZEF En-
ergy based in Edina, Minnesota, to make 

these chargers available to its members. 
“I had an Equinox before and that would 
cost  or so to fill up eekly  o   
figure its  per charge on a erage and  
get about 250 miles or more per charge,” 
said Buckner. She can drive to and from 

ork all eek on one charge  he figures 
it is four miles per kilowatt and pays on 
average $0.04 per mile to drive on PPCS 
rates. 
 The Bolt has a traditional look to 
it—it has a key fob to start, dashboard 
and gear shift. One of the big differenc-
es is in the maintenance of the vehicle.  
No oil changes are required. There are 
no engine parts that can wear out. At 
some point, the special antifreeze for the 
battery will have to be changed, but that 
is after many thousands of miles. Plus, 
there’s generous trunk space.
 Buckner is thrilled with her EV, 
charging rates, and even 6-foot Kurt is 
comfortable driving the Bolt. It seems 
that an electric vehicle will stay in the 
Buckner household. Owning the Bolt 
has been a fantastic experience for the 
Buckners.

Owning an EV has been a fantastic ex-
perience for Dr. Chris Tashjian as well. 
On the waiting list for two years for his 
Tesla Model 3, Tashjian says the car was 
well worth the wait. Interested in living 
a “greener” lifestyle, Tashjian researched 
and then chose the Tesla. The initial cost 
was around $65,000, with an additional 
$1,000 to purchase and install a wall 
charger. While that price tag may seem 
steep to some, Tashjian has done the 

Two cars, two members … 
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Service 
point

Meter socket 
and jaws

Who Owns What? 
Electric Co-op-Owned Equipment vs 
Member-Owned Equipment 
This graphic depicts equipment owned by the co-op (in gold) and the member (in blue). 
If a storm damages any equipment owned by the co-op, we are responsible for
repairs. If a storm damages any member-owned equipment, the member is
responsible for repairs. Members should hire a licensed electrician
when making any repairs to member-owned equipment.

Power distribution 
lines

Transformer

Co-op owned

Member-owned

Service line

Tree trimming

Service line

Service 
mast 
guy

Service 
panel

Power 
pole

Padmounted
transformer

Trimming trees around 
service line is the 
cooperative’s 
responsibility before 
the meter. 

Weatherhead

Meter socket
Meter

Service 
mast

Note: This graphic depicts overhead and underground service.
Please be aware of which type of service you receive at your home or business.
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and it gets sent to the vehicle. The vehi-
cle then calculates how much battery the 
trip ill take, fi nds super chargers along 
the route, and then plugs them into the 
route. The car will tell the driver when 
to pull off to fi ll up  ash ian and his 
wife have taken the Tesla to Denver, 
Colorado, and he has taken it to Boy 
Scout Camp in northern Minnesota. This 
routing technology worked perfectly and 
there were no concerns about running 
out of battery power.
 The battery life on the Tesla is 
approximately 800,000 miles. The 
batteries also make the car heavier, so 
it doesn’t get pushed around in heavy 
winds. The car is also very aerodynam-
ic  ash ian gets about  miles on a 
charge in the winter and 300 miles in the 
summer.  
 The Tesla is wired with cameras at 
almost every angle as part of its colli-
sion a oidance system  ash ian belie es 
insurance rates will go down for these 
types of vehicles since the collision 
avoidance is so comprehensive.
 ne fi nal feature of the esla that 
most of us would love is the summon. 

ash ian can use summon from his 
cell phone app and it calls the car to 
come pick him up. It will literally leave 
its parking space and drive to a store 
entrance. He hasn’t tested summon yet, 
but in our climate it’s a pretty sure bet 
there will come a time with heavy rain 
or snow will make the feature essential.
 o fi nd more information about elec
tric vehicles, charging rates and rebates, 
visit www.piercepepin.coop, under Go 
Green>Electric Vehicles. 

Our o�  ce will be closed Monday, September 7.
Report outages through SmartHub 

or by calling 800-927-5705.  
Have a safe and happy celebration!

PPCS office is closed to the public 
until further notice

Call 800-924-2133 to arrange an appointment with PPCS sta�
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Forced air heating, ventilating and 
air conditioning (HVAC) systems 
re uire effecti e air fi ltration for 
optimum energy effi ciency, main
taining clean(ish) ductwork and 
good indoor air uality  ir fi lters 

should be changed regularly. How often they need changing 
depends upon several factors including, but not limited to:

•  Presence of pets that shed
  mount of carpeted ersus hard ood  oors

•  Where you live—amounts of dust, pollen, etc.
  se of ood burning supplemental heat sources

•  Presence of cigarette smoke

 The air inside our homes is full of particles originating 
from inside and outside sources. As the name “forced air” 
implies, conditioned air is blown into the house through 
duct ork  o operate effi ciently, the air supplied is returned to 
the system for reconditioning, taking with it all the particles in 
the air and the occasional “tumbleweed” of pet hair that many 
of us are familiar with.
 his unk laden air  o s through a fi lter before encoun

W7725 U.S. Highway 10, P.O. Box 420
lls orth, W  

  
info@piercepepin.coop • www.piercepepin.coop

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
Offi ce Hours: onday riday,  a m  p m

Power Outages and Emergencies: 800-927-5705
Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News18

Nate Boettcher, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass

istrict  ..............Brian Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph Bacon
District 5 ..............Ann Young
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman

istrict  ..............Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
istrict  ..............Daniel Reis

Jay Nesseth,  Member 
Relations Manager

JAY TALKING…
Not all air � lters are created equal

tering the HVAC equipment. For cooling, there is usually 
an frame arrangement of hat look like car radiators  or 
heating, it is generally a combustion chamber  Without a fi lter, 
the cooling coils would get clogged and the heating side would 
burn off whatever was in the air. Ah, the smell of burnt hair in 
the morning…
 ir fi lters trap a lot of debris that other ise ould end up 
back in the house, stuck in duct ork, clogging  e uip
ment—or in our lungs. 

ilters ha e more choic
es than you can shake 
a stick at. Fortunately, 
they can be broken 
down into two nicely 
defi ned categories, 
making the selection 
process manageable. 
The two are:

• Permanent or disposable
• Flat or pleated media 

 isposable are the most pre alent  ome in the  at media 
group look like they will stop only particles larger than a golf 
ball  hey ha e  imsy cardboard frames and a thin,  at mesh 
you can easily see through  leated fi lters perform better using 
media you cannot see through. While they look impervious, 
air can move through under pressure leaving its airborne cargo 
trapped. 
 o, ho  do you decide hich le el of fi lter to use  f you 
have your system’s operating manual or can grab it online, 
check for recommendations. Note: When you have your 
furnace serviced (yes, you should have it serviced), ask the 
technician hat type of fi lter your system ill handle
 Spend a little more and breathe a lot easier with a regular 
schedule of air fi lter replacement  t s a simple change that 
pays big dividends.

Clothes dryers make up a large portion of 
your appliance energy consumption. Clean 
the lint � lter after each cycle and scrub the 
� lter with a toothbrush once a month to remove 
� lm and increase air circulation.
                                                                    —Source: energy.gov
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Belle Vinez
W10829 875th Ave
River Falls, WI

Forestville Vines
W8101 690th Ave. 
River Falls, WI

Vino In The Valley
W3826 450th Ave. 
Maiden Rock, WI

Maiden Rock 
Winery & Cidery
12226 King Lane
Stockholm, WI

Villa Bellezza
1420 3rd Street
Pepin, WI

Wine along 
the River

Vino In The ValleyVino In The Valley
W3826 450th Ave. W3826 450th Ave. 
Maiden Rock, WIMaiden Rock, WI

Pepin, WI

es, and LED lighting. Skylights were in-
stalled in the barn/shed to limit the need 
for electric lighting, and high effi ciency 
windows have also been installed in the 
tasting room.
 As the winery was completing renova-
tions, PPCS engineering technician David 
Chavie met with the management staff to 
discuss understanding their energy bill, 
the impact of arious energy effi ciency 
applications, and potential metering con-
fi gurations  We al ays en oy meeting 
with our commercial members,” said 

ha ie   strongly supports eco
nomic development in our region and we 
are eager to help businesses get the most 

out of their cooperative membership.”
 Forestville Vines employs nine peo-
ple and supports other local businesses 
by featuring their products in the wine 
tasting room, as well as sourcing foods 
through local establishments. They are 
also working to encourage tourism in 
the area by being a business member 
of Harvest Hosts. This allows Harvest 
Hosts individual members to camp at the 
winery for one night and explore what 
the St. Croix Valley offers.

 he inery fi rst opened for business 
in the summer of 2019. Their hours of 
operation are noon to 8 p.m. Thursdays 
through Saturdays and noon to 6 p.m. on 
Sundays, May through October.  They 
are also open for special events like 
weddings.They have had unforeseen 
challenges in 2020 with operation-
al changes caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Keeping their guests’ safe-
ty in mind, they have eliminated half 
the tables in their tasting room, added 
outdoor seating, and are using disposable 
plasticware. They are also vigilant about 
sanitizing surfaces as guests come and 
go. Visitors are encouraged to bring their 
o n chairs or picnic blankets and en oy 
the large yard, which affords plenty of 
social distancing.

out of their cooperative membership.”

River Valley 
Wine Tour
PPCS is fortunate to claim 
� ve wineries as co-op 
members. Take a driving tour 
through the beautiful St. 
Croix Valley/Lake Pepin area 
and enjoy all these venues 
have to o� er.

Forestville Vines
(Continued from the inside front cover)
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Our goal is simple:  
provide safe, reliable 

power to our 
cooperative members.

Photos courtesy of Brad Ristow, Derrick 
Peterson and William McMahon.
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