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For those of you who attend-
ed this year’s cooperative 
annual meeting in March, 
you heard Chairman Roger 
Wiff announce that I would 
be retiring from the cooper-
ative at the end of Septem-
ber. Well, that day is fast 
approaching. 
 As I write this column at 
the end of July, in advance 

of publication, I can report that the board of direc-
tors has been actively working through the recruit-
ment process for a new CEO and should be fi naliz-
ing plans shortly. Please watch for an announcement 
from the board of directors.
 I want to thank you as members for your interest 
and participation in cooperative activities. Wheth-
er it was an annual meeting, open house, member 
outreach event, a phone call or conversation, I have 
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Larry Dokkestul, 
President and CEO

Join us for an 

OPEN HOUSE
celebrating 

Larry Dokkestul’s 
service with 

Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2019
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Cake and beverages will be served.
Larry joined PPCS in 2000 and 

became President and CEO in 2008.  
 Larry is retiring on October 1st.  

Stop in and help us wish 
him well in his retirement.

Re� ections on a Co-op Career:  

BLESSED AND THANKFUL
enjoyed the interaction and discussions.
 I also want to thank the board of directors and 
employees, both past and present, for the privilege of 
working with them to deliver on the cooperative’s mis-
sion of providing safe, reliable energy to the members of 
the cooperative and supporting the local communities in 
many ways.
 Refl ecting on 18 years with other cooperatives and 
over 19 years here at PPCS, I have been blessed to 
have spent a career working for and with cooperatives 
that focus on the members they serve. The cooperative 
business model is a great one; it fosters engagement and 
creates strong communities.
 Thanks again, and I wish all of you the best!
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Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services (PPCS) was proud 
to sponsor area high school students to the Youth 
Leadership Congress (YLC) at the UW-River Falls 
campus on July 24–26, 2019. Six area students joined 
over 100 other teens from Wisconsin for the event. 

Understanding the cooperative difference and 
identifying traits of leaders were just two of the topics 
to highlight the 56th YLC. Students participated in 
team-building exercises, leadership workshops, learning 
sessions, and presentations on cooperative history, 
organization, and principles. Attendees learned about 
the basics of cooperatives and how they can apply the 
ideals and philosophies of cooperation directly to their 
everyday lives. These young leaders also got a taste of 
campus life, made new friends, and heard firsthand how 
they can make a positive impact in their schools and 
communities.

The YLC is a fun, educational, and unique event 
that is planned by the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 
Association (WECA) Youth Board. The Youth Board 
is a group of six students elected each year by their 
peers. John Young was elected to the Youth Board and 
will represent PPCS and statewide cooperatives at 
various events and meetings. The Youth Board can visit 
Washington, D.C., as part of the National Youth Tour, 
where they continue to learn about cooperatives and 
government. The Youth Board will also plan and execute 
the Youth Leadership Congress for 2020.

Students who participated in YLC are also eligible to 
earn scholarships from WECA and PPCS. To qualify for 
scholarships from PPCS, students must also be entering 
their senior year of high school and their parents or 
guardians must be members of PPCS.

AREA STUDENTS SHARPEN 
LEADERSHIP SKILLS AT YLC

Six area students joined over 100 other teens from across the state to 
attend Youth Leadership Congress at UW-River Falls. Pictured: (front row) 
Eva Parks, Anja Whitaker, Pari Schils – River Falls; (back row) John Young – 

Ellsworth, Chris Pa�el – Blaine CEMS, Zach Knee – Prescott.
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On Friday night, July 19, a storm spread 
across Wisconsin doing enough dam-
age that fi ve cooperatives requested 
assistance through ROPE (Restoration 
of Power in an Emergency)—Barron, 
Polk-Burnett, Chippewa Valley, Central 
Wisconsin, and Oconto. All had thou-
sands of members without power. 
PPCS sent four linemen to two 
cooperatives: Bretty Pauly and 
Derrick Peterson to Barron; Bryon 
Gilles and Joe Marcks to Polk-Bur-
nett. These two-man crews left 
Ellsworth at 5 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 20, and didn’t return home 
until late Saturday evening, July 
27.
 Tornadoes, torrential rain, and 
straight-line winds caused wide-
spread damage and power outages 
across Wisconsin. The eastern 
edge of Barron Electric’s territory 
runs along the western edge of 

Polk-Burnett’s territory. Luck, Milltown, 
and Balsam Lake, and north of Amery 
and Turtle Lake, especially the areas 
around Half Moon, White Ash, Pipe, 
Long, Big Round, Blake, Horseshoe, and 
Staples lakes, all sustained signifi cant 
damage.

 As soon as they arrived in the area, 
the PPCS crews could see what a diffi -
cult job they faced due to all the damage. 
Their fi rst impression was “where do 
you start?” Gilles and Pauly went on a 
ROPE assignment in Florida follow-
ing Hurricane Irma in 2017. They both 
agreed the damage from the July 19 
storm was devastating.  
 “What we saw up north was much 
worse than the damage we saw after 
the hurricane,” said Gilles. “It’s going 
to take years for them to get everything 
cleaned up,” added Pauly.
 Their workdays were long—16 
hours. But all four linemen said they 
enjoyed the work, especially knowing 
how critical it was to get power restored 
for such a large area.
 To add insult to injury, a tornado 
near Bone Lake, in Polk County resulted 
in power outages for over 5,000 Polk-   
Burnett members Sunday night, July 28. 
The storm damaged transmission lines 
feeding four substations. Power was 
restored without having to request ROPE 
assistance a second time.
 Cooperative principal #6 is Coop-

eration Among Cooperatives. 
“As cooperatives, we need to 
work together as one when 
storms hit; that means when 
we put out a call for help, they 
will be there for us, also,” said 
Brad Ristow, vice president, 
operations. “When large storms 
have hit our cooperative, we 
could not have restored power 
in a timely manner without our 
cooperative friends.” 

Source Note: Storm data 
provided by Polk-Burnett Electric 
Cooperative.

Brett Pauly, Derrick Peterson, Joe Marcks, and Bryon Gilles 
were assigned to Barron Electric and Polk-Burnett for the 

respective ROPE events.

SUMMER STORMS SLAM 
NEIGHBORING CO-OPS
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COOPERATIVE MONTH CALLS 
FOR A CELEBRATION
Join us for Family Fun Night – October 1

National Co-op Month is right around the corner, and we’re 
hoping you’ll help us celebrate. Each October, cooperatives 
across America celebrate the role, accomplishments, and 
contributions of our nation’s cooperatives. Family Fun 
Night is Tuesday, October 1, from 4 to 7 p.m.
 We’ve got a fun evening planned:

• Picnic supper
• Kids’ activities 
• Attendance gift
• Flu shot clinic
• Bring a non-

perishable food 
item for the Pierce 
County Food Shelf 
and get entered in 
our prize drawing for 
two $50 Visa gift cards.  

W7725 U.S. Highway 10, P.O. Box 420
Ellsworth, WI 54011-0420

715-273-4355 • 800-924-2133
info@piercepepin.coop • www.piercepepin.coop

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
Offi ce Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Power Outages and Emergencies: 800-927-5705
Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News18

Larry Dokkestul, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass
District 3 ..............Brian Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph Bacon
District 5 ..............Ann Young
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman
District 8 ..............Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
District 9 ..............Daniel Reis

Cookware Tip: Copper-bottomed pans 
heat faster on the stove. In the oven, 
ceramic and glass dishes are better than 
metal. With ceramic and glass dishes, you 
can turn the oven down about 25 degrees, 
and your meal will cook just as quickly.
Source: energy.gov

Pole Inspections Underway
As part of our ongoing e� orts to maintain system 
reliability, PPCS is conducting pole inspections in the 
towns of Eau Galle, Kinnickinnic, Martell, and Troy. We 
have contracted with Utilitech for this work. Contact 
our operations department with any questions.

OPERATION ROUND UP
GRANTS AWARDED 
The following Operation Round Up 
grants were approved at the July board meeting:
Ellsworth Elementary School – assistance for the Back to 
School Event to supply backpacks and school supplies for 
students in need ............................................................$1,500
Free Counseling Center, Inc. – program support to 
provide free counseling to uninsured members of the local 
communities ...................................................................1,500
                                Total Donations...........................$3,000

Next application deadline
Operation Round Up grant applications must be received 
by September 15, 2019, for review at the October board 
meeting. Program information and applications are available 
online at www.piercepepin.coop.

FAMILY 
FUN NIGHT

10.1.19
4–7 p.m.

PPCSSeptember2019.indd   4 8/6/19   1:09 PM


	AC_01_0009
	AC_15_0009
	AC_16_0009
	AC_16a_0009
	AC_16b_0009
	AC_16c_0009
	AC_16d_0009
	AC_17_0009
	AC_18_0009
	BF_01_0009
	BF_15_0009
	BF_15_0009
	BF_16_0009
	BF_17R1_0009
	BF_18_0009
	CL_01_0009
	CL_15_0009
	CL_16_0009
	CL_17_0009
	CL_18_0009
	CV_01_0009
	CV_15_0009
	CV_15_0009
	CV_16_0009
	CV_17_0009
	CV_18_0009
	CW_01_0009
	CW_15_0009
	CW_16_0009
	CW_17_0009
	CW_18_0009
	DN_01_0009
	DN_15_0009
	DN_15_0009
	DN_16R1_0009
	DN_17_0009
	DN_18_0009
	EC_01_0009
	EC_15_0009
	EC_16_0009
	EC_16a_0009
	EC_16b_0009
	EC_16c_0009
	EC_16dR1_0009
	EC_16_0009
	EC_17_0009
	EC_18_0009
	JK_01_0009
	JK_15_0009
	JK_16_0009
	JK_17_0009
	JK_18R1_0009
	JR_01_0009
	JR_15_0009
	JR_16_0009
	JR_17_0009
	JR_18_0009
	OC_01_0009
	OC_15_0009
	OC_16_0009
	OC_16a_0009
	OC_16b_0009
	OC_16c_0009
	OC_16dR1_0009
	OC_17_0009
	OK_18_0009
	OC_18_0009
	OK_01_0009
	OK_15_0009
	OK_16_0009
	OK_17_0009
	OK_18_0009
	PP_01_0009
	PP_15_0009
	PP_16_0009
	PP_17_0009
	PP_18_0009
	PP_18_0009
	PR_01_0009
	PR_15_0009
	PR_16_0009
	PR_17_0009
	PR_18_0009
	RC_01_0009
	RC_15_0009
	RC_16_0009
	RC_17_0009
	RC_18_0009
	RC_18_0009
	RL_01_0009
	RL_15_0009
	RL_16_0009
	RL_17_0009
	RL_18_0009
	RV_01_0009
	RV_15_0009
	RV_16_0009
	RV_17_0009
	RV_18_0009
	RV_18_0009
	SR_01_0009
	SR_15_0009
	SR_16_0009
	SR_17_0009
	SR_18_0009
	TA_01_0009
	TA_15_0009
	TA_16_0009
	TA_17_0009
	TA_18_0009
	TA_18_0009



