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MAKE ROOM FOR SAFETY

Dee Fox, Safety and 
Training Coordinator

As warm spring 
weather sets in, 
everyone in our 
region is making 
room for planting, 
construction, and 

fun-in-the-sun. After our long winter 
months, especially this year, everyone 
is eager to get outside and enjoy the 
beauty of our mild spring days. I would 
ask that as you make room for all these 
wonderful activities you also make room 
for safety.  
 Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services’ 
(PPCS) line crews begin construction 
season as the temperatures warm. They 
are	also	the	fi	rst	to	respond	after	a	power	
outage occurs, and they work tirelessly 
to restore power to the communities we 
serve. If you’re traveling and see one of 
our crews on the side of the road, think 
of	their	safety	fi	rst;	move	over	if	possible	
and give them extra space to work. 
 If you approach a crew while travel-
ing on a two-lane road, moving over to 
the next lane might not be an option. In 
this case, slow down when approaching 
roadside crews. If you approach a crew 
while traveling on a four-lane road, and 
safety	and	traffi	c	conditions	allow,	move	
over into the far lane. 
 Drivers and farmers will also be 
sharing the roads as the ground thaws 
and	farmers	begin	preparing	their	fi	elds	

ATTEND THE 2019 YLC TO 
QUALIFY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
High school students who will be juniors or seniors this fall are 
encouraged to attend the Youth Leadership Congress (YLC) 
at the UW-River Falls on July 24–26, 2019. Scholarships 
are available through PPCS and the Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association, but you must attend the YLC to be 
eligible. All expenses are paid by PPCS.

Register at www.piercepepin.coop. Click Community 
>Youth Leadership Congress and Scholarship Program and
follow the online instructions. The deadline is June 1, 2019.

Questions?   Contact Charity Lubich at 715-273-4355, 
ext. 151 or clubich@piercepepin.coop. Information is also 
available	through	your	high	school	guidance	offi	ce.

for planting season. The many distrac-
tions while driving limit an individual’s 
attention from seeing a slow-moving 
tractor on a country road. It can also be 
diffi	cult	for	farmers	to	see	vehicles	be-
hind them when pulling machinery. Help 
them by moving over or slowing down.  
Only pass tractors and farm equipment 
where it is marked to pass. Passing in no 
passing zones, even when you think you 
have visibility, is prohibited.
 It is Wisconsin state law that drivers 
move over or slow down for stopped 

vehicles on the side of the road. Per the 
Wisconsin DOT web page, “The law 
requires drivers to shift lanes or slow 
down in order to provide a ‘safety zone’ 
for	a	squad	car,	ambulance,	fi	re	truck,	
tow truck, utility vehicle, or highway 
maintenance vehicle that is stopped on 
the side of a road with its warning lights 
fl	ashing.”
 There’s plenty of room for all, espe-
cially when you make room for safety.
Let’s work together to keep everyone 
safe on our local roadways. 

O�  ce Closed  Monday, May 27
Outages can be reported through SmartHub or by calling 

800-927-5705.

Have a safe holiday weekend!
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Avoid placing items like lamps and 
televisions near your air-conditioning 
thermosat. The thermostat senses heat 
from these appliances, which can cause the 
A/C to run longer than necessary.
Source: energy.gov

More than 270 members and guests 
attended Pierce Pepin Cooperative 
Services’ 82nd annual meeting on March 
23, 2019, at the Ellsworth High School. 
Roger Wiff, chairman of the board, pre-
sided over the meeting.
	 The	theme	“Powerfully	Connected”	
was	reflected	throughout	the	meeting	in	
the director candidates’ speeches, the 
reports and presentations.

Re-elected to the board were incum-
bent	directors	Gerald	Drier,	District	1;	
Edward	Hass,	District	2;	and	Brian	Berg,	
District 3. These directors ran unop-
posed. Ann Young was elected to the 
District 5 seat, challenging incumbent 
Michael Fronmueller.
	 Brittany	Story,	auditor	for	Carlson	
SV,	reported	on	the	financial	condition	
of the cooperative for the year ended De-
cember 31, 2018. The cooperative again 
received	an	unqualified	report	from	the	
auditors, the highest level available. 

Chairman Wiff began his report with 
a memorial to Director Lonnie Feuer-
helm, who passed away in July 2018. He 
also shared the subsequent process of 
the director appointment for District 5, 
resulting in the appointment of Michael 
Fronmueller.

Wiff used the theme of the annu-
al	meeting,	“Powerfully	Connected,”	
to discuss the cooperative principle 
“Cooperation	Among	Cooperatives.”			
He explained the cooperation between 

Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services and 
cooperatives such as Dairyland Power, 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Associ-
ation, and many others. He continued to 
relate the cooperative principle “Concern 
for	Community”	through	examples	such	
as Operation Round Up and Youth Lead-
ership Congress.
 Wiff concluded with a video message 
from William Tuchtenhagen, Wisconsin 
representative to the 2018–2019 NRECA 
Youth	Board.		
 President/CEO Larry Dokkestul 
began his report by recognizing Pierce 
Pepin’s commitment to safety and appre-
ciation to the linemen and employees for 
their continued dedication.
	 Dokkestul	discussed	energy	efficiency	
programs provided through the coopera-
tive including Electric$ense rebates and 
Focus on Energy initiatives. Dokkestul 
reviewed the current electric rate structure 
and emphasized the importance of cyber-
security and the protection of personal 
information for cooperative members.

 Dokkestul concluded with a commit-
ment to renewable energy—promoting 
clean energy while ensuring a balance of 
reliability and affordability.
	 Board	Secretary/Treasurer	Ginny	
Huber presented the proposed article and 
bylaw	amendments.	The	first	proposed	
amendment updated membership provi-
sions in the Articles of Incorporation and 
Bylaws	to	reflect	that	joint	memberships	
are memberships as joint tenants with 
right of survivorship. The second pro-
posed	amendment	clarified	the	procedure	
for	filling	vacancies	on	the	board	of	
directors.  
 Chairman Wiff introduced 2018 
Pierce Pepin Scholarship winner Cedric 
Kosnopfal, senior at Ellsworth High 
School. The meeting wrapped up with 
prize drawings totaling $1,600 in gift 
cards. Attendees also received coupons 
for free chicken dinners at the Ellsworth 
Fire Hall.
 The board reorganized immediate-
ly following the annual meeting. All 
officers	remain	unchanged—Roger	
Wiff,	chairman;	Brian	Bergseng,	vice	
chairman;	and	Ginny	Huber,	secretary/
treasurer. Ed Hass continues on the 
Dairyland	Power	Cooperative	Board	of	
Directors.

82ND ANNUAL MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS

More than 270 members and guests attended the PPCS 82nd Annual Meeting, March 23, 2019.

Directors re-elected to the Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services Board at its annual meeting on 
March 23, 2019: Brian Berg (District 3), Gerald Drier (District 1), and Edward Hass (District 2) 

ran unopposed. Ann Young (District 5) was elected after challenging for the seat.
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WATT’S UP?
Inquiring Members Want to Know…

Q. What is the monthly facility charge and how does it
compare with other utilities?
A. The daily residential facility charge of $1.313 is the part
of your bill you pay even if you do not use any electricity.
It is also the most fair and equitable way for us to recover
fi	xed	costs.

Facility	or	fi	xed	charges	with	electric	utilities	are	neces-
sary for rate equity among consumers. For each of the more 
than 7,600 accounts in our service area, we make a signif-
icant investment, and we must maintain that investment 
to ensure safety and reliability. This investment includes 
substations, poles, wires, transformers, meters, and mainte-
nance of equipment and power lines.  

Although investment costs are similar among utilities, 
operations and maintenance costs are higher in a rural 
setting like ours because of the distance between mem-
ber accounts and the rolling hills, valleys, and trees. In 

high-density urban areas, much like the areas served by 
Xcel Energy, accounts require less distribution line per 
account, and multiple accounts are typically served by one 
transformer. For this reason, urban accounts require a lower 
monthly facility charge than rural accounts. 
	 The	facility	charge	is	heavily	dependent	on	these	fi	xed	
costs, and the charge per member account varies by utility 
because of density, or the number of consumers served per 
mile of line.
 The facility charge is an average of the cost to provide 
facilities for all members, and it covers the cost of owning, 
maintaining, and supporting these facilities. The total of 
these	fi	xed	costs	does	increase	every	year	and	is	the	reason	
why this component of our rate is periodically adjusted.
 In fact, our last cost-of-service study indicates that the 
fi	xed	costs	for	each	PPCS	account	are	over	$1.84	per	day.	
But	since	all	these	costs	are	not	collected	through	the	$1.313	
facility charge, a portion is recovered in the per kilo-
watt-hour (kWh) energy charge. Our energy rates (cost per 
kWH and demand charges) are similar to Xcel Energy’s.
 As you can see, not only is it our responsibility to have a 
facility charge as part of our rate structure, but to do the best 
we can to ensure it is fair and equitable for all our members.

CO-OP KID CAM
We had the pleasure of several 

special visitors at the 82nd 
Annual Meeting. Two of our 
visitors acted as our junior 

photographers—Sophia Chavie, 
daughter of PPCS employee 

Dave Chavie, and Ahsan Bhatti, 
foreign exchange student from 
Pakistan, host parents Tom and 

Liz Gunderson.
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W7725	U.S.	Highway	10,	P.O.	Box	420
Ellsworth, WI 54011-0420

715-273-4355 • 800-924-2133
info@piercepepin.coop • www.piercepepin.coop

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
Offi ce Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Power Outages and Emergencies: 800-927-5705
Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News18

Larry Dokkestul, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass
District 3 ..............Brian	Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph	Bacon
District 5 ..............Ann Young
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman
District 8 ..............Brian	Bergseng,	vice	chairman
District 9 ..............Daniel Reis

PPCS will sponsor six campers, ages 8 
to 14, to the Wisconsin Farmers Union 
Kamp Kenwood on Lake Wissota 
near Chippewa Falls. All camp and 
membership fees are paid by PPCS.

Children of PPCS electric members 

MAY IS ELECTRICAL SAFETY MONTH
We use electricity every day. This invisible force has become so commonplace that 
it can be all too easy to overlook possible electrical hazards, even in the safety of our 
own homes. May is Electrical Safety Month, and a good time to put the most import-
ant safety tool you have—your brain—to work.
 Knowing what to be on the lookout for and knowing the safe steps to take can 
make all the difference in preventing accidents. Safe Electricity offers the following 
safety tips to help arm you with the knowledge to stay safe and help others stay safe. 

• Read and understand the operator’s manual before using an appliance or tool.
• Make	sure	recognized	safety	laboratories,	like	UL,	ETL,	or	CSA	have	certifi	ed

the electrical appliance, tools, and cords you plan on using.
• Never use a product with a damaged electrical cord.
• Never use extension cords on a permanent basis.
• Only use extension cords properly rated for the devices you plan to plug into it.
• If there are children in your home, install tamper-resistant outlets or protective

coverings.
• If your outlets are warm to the touch, immediately shut them off at the circuit
breaker,	and	contact	a	qualifi	ed	electrician	to	make	repairs.

• Install ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCIs) in areas that may be wet or damp.
Use the test and reset button monthly to ensure they are working properly.

• Never use power tools outdoors if it is raining or the ground is wet.
To learn more about electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Operation Round Up grants approved at the 
April board meeting:

Spring Valley Seniors Staying Put .........$1,000
Program expenses

Durand Fire Department .....................$1,000 
Fire� ghter equipment: boots and helmets

Lund Fire Department .........................$1,000
Mobile repeater

Friends of the Fair ...............................$1,000
Lighting � xtures and supplies

Pierce County Veterans ........................$1,000
Purchase of a new van for the transportation 
program

Total Donations ...................................$5,000

The following grants from Federated Youth 
Foundation funds were also approved:

Forward RF: River Falls Public
School Foundation  ..............................$1,500

Grants to teachers for innovative projects
Friends of Freedom Park ......................$2,000

New display – aerial view � oor map of  
the  region

Ellsworth Elementary School ................. $500
Supplies for the Positive Solutions class

Total Donations ...................................$4,000

Next application deadline
 Operation Round Up grant applications 
must be received by June 15, 2019, for review 
at the July board meeting. Program information 
and applications are available online at www.

QUARTERLY 
REPORT

not sponsored in 2018 are eligible. Visit 
www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com or call 
800-272-5531 for more information.

To register, contact the cooperative
at 715-273-4355, ext. 151 or clubich@
piercepepin.coop. 

PPCS TO SPONSOR YOUTH TO KAMP KENWOOD
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