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THANKFUL FOR THE 
BENEFITS OF ELECTRICITY 
Nate 
Boettcher, 
President 
and CEO

I begin to have nostalgia during this 
time of year. Watching the crop harvest, 
feeling the fall weather quickly change 
to winter, seeing blaze orange in the 
fi eld, and the many holiday decorations 
being put up seem to kick these memo-
ries into overdrive. I begin reminiscing 
about the many road trips we took to my 
grandparents’ house in Menomonie. The 
route often took us through many small 
communities, each with lighted decora-
tions celebrating the season. As a kid, I 
spent little time thinking about how those 
decorations connected with electricity. As 
an adult working in the utility industry, I 
am thankful for the benefi ts and memo-
ries we enjoy because of electrifi cation.
 Part of our job as co-op leaders is to 
hold sacred the past and the reasons for 
why cooperatives exist in the fi rst place. 

We don’t have to look any further for in-
spiration than our own Greg Falde, who 
spent three weeks working in Guatemala 
electrifying homes in a village. Most of 
these people have never experienced life 
with electricity. Greg recently shared his 
humbling experience with his co-work-
ers. It’s an important reminder that our 
employees not only help us live better 
here locally, but also make a difference in 
the world. Thank you, Greg!  
 While it’s important to remember 
the past, we also must continue to think 
about the future of our electric cooper-
ative. We owe it to our future members 
to leave a cooperative that continues to 
serve their needs well into the future. 
Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services has 
and will continue to seek ways to be in-
novative and to continue our growth into 
the future. One area in which we contin-
ue to evolve is through our democratic 
election process through local commu-
nity leaders who help provide guidance 
on behalf of the membership. Three of 

REBATE FORMS DUE JANUARY 3

Nominate a volunteer 
from the communities 
within our service 
area by completing 
the nomination form 
available at www.
piercepepin.coop 
under Community or 
contacting the offi ce at 800-924-2133. The deadline for 
the January award is December 15, 2019.

Electric$ense rebate forms are due January 3, 2020. Any 
qualifying products or services purchased and/or installed 
January 1 through December 31, 2019, are eligible if the 
required documentation is submitted with the proper forms 
by the due date.

NOMINATE A VOLUNTEER FOR THE LIVE 
BETTER COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

our director seats are up for election in 
March 2020. Serving on our board and 
infl uencing the future of our coopera-
tive will undoubtedly be a worthwhile 
experience if you are interested. If you 
are interested in running, please see the 
information on page 16.
 Lastly, as you begin your own prepa-
rations for the holidays, putting up lights, 
checking your naughty or nice list, or 
planning for company to arrive, please 
take a minute to think about the world we 
live in and the benefi ts that electrifi cation 
has brought us. There are many parts of 
this world that do not share this benefi t. 
At PPCS, we are fortunate to have many 
dedicated employees who help ensure the 
lights stay on each and every day. We are 
also fortunate to have a membership and 
board of directors that allow our co-op 
to continue innovating to serve the needs 
of the membership into the future. I hope 
you all have a wonderful holiday season. 
Merry Christmas, and the best to you in 
the New Year.

Let’s Connect!
PPCS recently launched an 

Instagram account.  
Stay connected with us at 

Instagram.com/piercepepincoop.  
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The nomination process is underway for director candidates 
in Districts 4, 5, and 6. Interested individuals residing in these 
districts must submit nomination petitions signed by at least 10 
PPCS members in that district by December 20, 2019.  

PPCS SEEKS DIRECTOR CANDIDATES FOR 2020 ELECTION

District Incumbent Area

 4 Joseph Bacon Towns of El Paso,   
  (Eligible for re-election.) Union, Spring Lake in
   Pierce County

 5 Ann Young Town of Ellsworth in
  (Eligible for re-election.) Pierce County

 6 Ginny Huber Town of Trimbelle in
  (Eligible for re-election.) Pierce County 
   

Director candidate qualifications include:
• You must be a cooperative member.
• You must be a resident of one of the three director 

districts up for election.
• You (or spouse) have not been employed by Pierce Pepin 

within the preceding five years.
• You (or spouse) are not employed by or financially 

interested in a competing enterprise or a business selling 
electric energy, services, or supplies to Pierce Pepin.

• You (or spouse) have not pursued any litigation against 
Pierce Pepin, its employees or directors within the pre-
ceding five years.

• You (or spouse) have not been delinquent on any obliga-
tion owed Pierce Pepin for more than 60 days within the 
preceding five years.

• You have not been convicted of a felony or breach of 
trust offense during your term of office or within the pre-
ceding five years of nomination or election to the board.

 For more information and appropriate forms, contact 
Charity Lubich at 715-273-4355 (Ext. 151) or clubich@
piercepepin.coop.

O�ce Closed: Wednesday, December 25  
and Wednesday, January 1

Report power outages through       
SmartHub or call 800-927-5705.

Have a safe holiday with family and friends!
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PPCS lineman Greg Falde volunteered for 
the trip of a lifetime in October 2019. He and 
11 other linemen from Wisconsin, Iowa, and 
Illinois traveled to Guatemala to connect a 
small rural village, Salinas 7 Cerros, in Ixcan 
Province to electricity. Their trip lasted only 
18 days, but it has forever changed the out-
look of Greg and his fellow linemen.  
 The linemen strung single-phase wire 
throughout the village, then wired each 
house with four lights, two switches, and two 
outlets. The homeowners were able to select 
where they wanted the equipment installed. 
Linemen also wired a church, school, and 
medical outpost.  
 The work was manual. Due to the poor 
conditions of the roads and bridges, bucket 
trucks could not be brought to the village. 
The linemen had to climb the poles to string 
the wire and make connections. The villagers 
were so excited to be getting electricity they 
pitched in to help the linemen do as much 
work on the ground as possible.  
 “We never had to carry our gear,” said 
Falde. “They picked up our bags and equip-
ment and carried it wherever we needed it.”
 Falde was struck by the friendliness and 
happiness of all the villagers, but especially 
the children.  
 “The people themselves are very stoic,” 
said Falde, “but as soon as we came into 
their houses to hook them up, they were so 
excited. They basically did whatever was 
necessary to get the electricity hooked up. If 
they saw a tree was in our way, they ran out 

and chopped it down.”
 The villagers’ houses are mostly bare boards 
with grass roofs. They have dirt fl oors that the 
water runs through when it rains. Each family 
member has a grass mat on rough sawed logs, 
covered with mosquito netting, to sleep on.
 The poverty in the village was staggering. 
Villagers collect water in plastic liter pop bottles. 
The creek where they collect water is just down 
from outdoor latrines. The water collected had 
visible contaminants. One of the proudest mo-
ments for Falde was when a village elder stated 
that they could now start seeking ways to get a 
water pump for the village, which will signifi -
cantly improve the health of the villagers.
 Each of the cooperatives that sent a lineman 
also collected monetary donations for the vil-
lage. The linemen purchased school supplies, 
backpacks, and 175 pairs of shoes. They also 
bought soccer balls and a speaker set for the 
church. Each family also received a water fi lter 
that will last about two years.  
 The linemen, with the help of EMRE, the 
regional utility, completed their work four 
days ahead of schedule. Representatives from 
NRECA International and Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association, who organized the 
trip, were very pleased with the quality and 
quantity of work done by our linemen. “This 
is so worthwhile,” said Falde. “It’s defi nitely 
something that needs to be done in the future.”
 To learn more about the work NRECA 
International is doing to bring electricity across 
the globe, go to www.nrecainternational.coop.

(Photos by Greg Falde)

ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME TRIP – FOREVER CHANGED
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Nate Boettcher, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass
District 3 ..............Brian Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph Bacon
District 5 ..............Ann Young
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman
District 8 ..............Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
District 9 ..............Daniel Reis

Jay Nesseth,  Member 
Relations Manager

JAY TALKING…

This is a fable. It’s a common belief that frequent switch-
ing of fl uorescent tube lights on/off reduces lamp life 
signifi cantly and negates their energy cost savings. While 
frequent switching does reduce lamp life, this is less of an 
issue with newer, more high–tech lamps and ballasts. 

 The electric cost of operating a lamp far exceeds its purchase price. For example, 
the cost to operate a T8 fl uorescent lamp for 1,000 hours (out of 30,000 hours of rat-
ed life) typically equals the cost of the lamp. The energy cost savings from turning 
lamps off is far greater than any potential replacement costs resulting from shorter 
lamp life.
 The minimum time between switching is still being debated, however. Recom-
mendations from industry experts range from 2 to 15 minutes. The question comes 
down to the actual operating conditions at your home or business and the type of 
lamp and ballast technologies used.

Energy-saving recommendations
 The following tips will help you reduce operating costs for fl uorescent lamps:

• Turn off lights whenever you leave a room.
• Install occupancy sensors with 15-minute “on time” intervals in areas with 

varying occupancy, such as restrooms and conference rooms.
• Take advantage of natural lighting by using dimmer switches with controls.
• Replace older T12 lamps and magnetic ballasts with more effi cient T8 or T5 

lamps and electronic ballasts.
• Consider group relamping to maintain overall lighting performance and reduce 

maintenance costs.
• Clean lamps periodically to optimize light levels and effi ciency.

Fact or fable? It is cheaper to leave 
� uorescent lights on all day

At the October board meeting, the following 
Operation Round Up® grants were approved:

Community Food Pantries..................$12,000
Pierce County, Pepin County, 
Elmwood Food Pantry, Prescott 
Area Food Shelf, River Falls Food 
Pantry, Spring Valley Community 
Food Pantry, Plum City Food 
Pantry, and Pepin Pantry-
Immanuel Lutheran – $1,500 each

Gift Box Program .................................$1,000
Supplement donations from 
community members to help 
families in need at the holidays

St. Croix Valley Sexual Assault
Response Team, Inc. ............................$1,000
Operational costs for the 24-hour                           
call center service

Total Donations .................................$14,000

The following grants from Federated Youth 
Foundation funds were also approved:

Freedom Honor Flight   ........................$1,500
 Program to send veterans to
 Washington, D.C.

Total Donations ...................................$1,500

Next application deadline
 Operation Round Up grant applications must 
be received by December 15, 2019, for review 
at the January 2020 board meeting. Program 
information and applications are available at 
www.piercepepin.coop.

FOURTH
QUARTER
REPORT

Updated website coming soon
PPCS sta�  is working on major updates to our 
website, piercepepin.coop. The new site is more 
interactive and has features that are even easier 
to use. The updated site will launch in early 2020.  
Watch for updates on Facebook and Instagram. 

PPCSDecember2019.indd   4 11/12/19   8:48 PM


	AC_01R1_0012
	AC_15_0012
	AC_16_0012
	AC_17_0012
	AC_18_0012
	BF_01_0012
	BF_15_0012
	BF_16_0012
	BF_17_0012
	BF_18_0012
	CL_01_0012
	CL_15_0012
	CL_16R1_0012
	CL_17_0012
	CL_18_0012
	CV_01_0012
	CV_15_0012
	CV_16_0012
	CV_17R1_0012
	CV_18_0012
	CW_01_0012
	CW_15_0012
	CW_16_0012
	CW_17_0012
	CW_18_0012
	DN_01_0012
	DN_15_0012
	DN_16_0012
	DN_17_0012
	DN_18_0012
	EC_01_0012
	EC_15_0012
	EC_16_0012
	EC_17_0012
	EC_18_0012
	JK_01_0012
	JK_15_0012
	JK_16_0012
	JK_17_0012
	JK_18_0012
	JR_01_0012
	JR_15_0012
	JR_16_0012
	JR_17_0012
	JR_18_0012
	OC_01_0012
	OC_15_0012
	OC_16_0012
	OC_17R1_0012
	OC_18_0012
	OK_01_0012
	OK_15R1_0012
	OK_16_0012
	OK_17_0012
	OK_18_0012
	PP_01_0012
	PP_15_0012
	PP_16_0012
	PP_17R1_0012
	PP_18_0012
	PR_01_0012
	PR_15_0012
	PR_16_0012
	PR_17_0012
	PR_18_0012
	RC_01_0012
	RC_15_0012
	RC_16_0012
	RC_17_0012
	RC_18_0012
	RL_01_0012
	RL_15_0012
	RL_16_0012
	RL_17_0012
	RL_18_0012
	RV_01_0012
	RV_15_0012
	RV_16_0012
	RV_17_0012
	RV_18_0012
	SR_01_0012
	SR_15R1_0012
	SR_16_0012
	SR_17_0012
	SR_18_0012
	TA_01_0012
	TA_15_0012
	TA_16_0012
	TA_17_0012
	TA_18_0012
	VN_01_0012
	VN_15_0012
	VN_16_0012
	VN_17_0012
	VN_18_0012



