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=3 PCS held its

1 Pannual meeting
on March 30,

2023. It was a great event put on by our
team and once again, we had impressive
attendance numbers. Overall, we saw
more members voting this year than
in years past and we are even proud to
say that more people tuned in online to
watch the live video feed. The members
approved the bylaw resolution allowing
capital credits to be donated to Pierce
Pepin Cares. Congratulations to John
Parkes on winning the election for the
open seat in District 4, and a big thank
you to the other two candidates. John
takes over for Joe Bacon, who decided
not to seek re-election. Joe has been a
valuable member of the PPCS board
since 2017 and has been our resident
electric vehicle and solar expert. We will

SPRING FORWARD

= Nate Boettcher, President and CEO

miss Joe’s outgoing personality and his
infectious laugh.

The conclusion of the annual meeting
also marks the start of spring. Or at least
that is always our
plan, even though
the weather hasn’t
cooperated with
us, bringing
additional snow
in early April. We
had a decent-sized
outage during the first week of April
which caused us to ask for help from
neighboring co-ops. Two individuals
from Eau Claire Energy Cooperative
came over to help finish up the resto-
ration work. There is power in coopera-
tives working together.

The spring is also a good reminder
about the danger of digging around

The safest way to ensure you
don't hit these lines is by
calling Diggers Hotline at 811
or going online to file a request
at www.DiggersHotline.com.
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power lines as well as operating
machinery near overhead lines. Buried
lines pose a threat because they are
unseen and often are unexpectedly buried
where members don’t
think about lines
running. The safest
way to ensure you
don’t hit these lines

is by calling Diggers
Hotline at 811 or
going online to file
arequest at www.DiggersHotline.com.
Members should make this a priority
whenever they are planning a project
that involves digging. Overhead lines
pose a threat because members often
forget to recognize overhead hazards.
We work hard to ensure we maintain
proper clearances, but there is no
guarantee as lines can sag. In addition,
with new aerial fiber lines being installed,
previous clearances may no longer be
valid. Member-caused outages can be
expensive and unnecessary if the proper
precautions are taken. We encourage all
members to take a few extra minutes to
ensure safety. Let’s aim to be 100% free
from member-caused outages.

We will be ramping up our spring
fiber construction. Construction of new
fiber will be happening in Clifton, Salem,
Maiden Rock, and Kinnickinnic town-
ships. Fiber drops to the home will be
taking place in Phase 1 and 2 areas this
spring and early summer before we shift
our attention to Phase 3 areas. To see if
your home is eligible for fiber, please go
to https://connect.swiftcurrent.coop to
check your address. If your home is eli-
gible, you can sign up for service. Within
a couple of days, our customer service
team will reach out to complete your pa-
perwork and send instructions on making
a payment to cover your installation.

Lastly, but most importantly, Happy
Mother’s Day! We hope you have a great
month of May and we look forward to
seeing you this summer at one of our
many community events.
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Kamp
Kenwood
Summer
Camps

for kids 8 to 14

~ 8

PPCS SPONSORS YOUTHTO
KAMP KENWOOD SUMMER CAMPS

PPCS will sponsor six campers, ages 8 to 14, to the
Wisconsin Farmers Union Kamp Kenwood on Lake
Wissota near Chippewa Falls. All camp and membership

fees are paid by PPCS.

Children of PPCS electric members not sponsored in
2022 are eligible. Visit www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com
or call 800-272-5531 for more information. To register,
contact the cooperative at 715-273-4355 (ext. 151) or

clubich@piercepepin.coop.

-

2017.

for third grade students

Details, rules & regi ilable at

Submit entries bY May 31 2023 www. plercepepin. coon!schodarshtns sbudenr. ~programs

Sponsored by PPCS and WECA.

LOB BYLLOSED/ Na

»Aprll 17 June 19

In an effort to better serve our
members, we're giving our lobby
a facelift.

Please use SmartHub,

Pay-by-Phone, mail, or our drop
box on the west side of building
to pay your bill during this time.

Members will be able to enter our
building on the east (Hwy. 63) side
of the building. Please call
715-273-4355 to be admitted to
the building.
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/ [ l Joe Bacon

(right)
received a
warm thank
you and

a plaque
recognizing
his years

of service
from
Chairman
Roger Wiff.

BACON RETIRES FROM BOARD

PPCS said goodbye to retiring director Joseph Bacon during the
annual meeting on March 30, his last official duty as a board
member. Although Bacon was eligible to run for a third consecutive
term on the board, he chose not to run for re-election.

Bacon represented District 4 and was first elected to the board in

Thank you for your dedication and leadership.

UNDERGROUND
INSPECTIONS
BEGIN IN JUNE

With warmer weather, PPCS
takes the opportunity to do
many projects to maintain our
system. We have contracted with
Karcz Utility Services to perform
underground cabinet inspections,
which include clearing, cleaning,
and testing. Inspections will be
completed in Ellsworth, El Paso,
Hartland, Salem, and Trenton
townships. If you have questions
about this work, please contact
our operations department at
715-273-4355 or 800-924-2133.
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WATCH YOUR ENERGY BILL FOR CAPITAL CREDIT ALLOCATION NOTICES

The notice for 2022 capital credit allocations e PEOERR T

will be inserted with your energy bill arriving in OO IS SR

May and June. For members enrolled in paperless LT LA P R R R T T

billing, the allocation notice will be available with Notice of

your energy statement in SmartHub. Capital Credits Allocation
Allocations determine each member’s share THIS IS NOT A BILL

of the cooperative’s margin for a given year. I RECTTHTR =

Margins are allocated or assigned to members o N i [ —

who purchased electricity from the cooperative T = ‘Allocation Year 2019

uring the year in which the margin was generate | Total Electric Patronage for Year $13.29

during the y hich th g g ted o

in proportion to the electrical sales for the year. . [ASEAIET0 VHBIN S1M AN F O | 5.1

Each member’s allocation is determined by his/ (B o0l al i - - i

her kilowatt-hour consumption for the year. The Capital Credits

CO-0p keeps a permanent record of each member’s What are capital credits? Capital credits are a major benefit of bclong:ngto acocpcranw: Asa cmpcratwt..
. . . . we're owned by our members. Unlike other electric utilities, your cooperative is a not-for-profit o

Capltal credit account, which is where the allocated Anyr (margins) ining after expenses have been paid are allocated to our members as caplta] cred:ls

amount remains until it is pald or “retired.” that are determined based on each member’s share of electrical costs and purchases for the year. Capital credits,

N
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+" High school juniors and seniors

" develop their leadership skills, '
explore the cooperative business %
model and careers at this fun, !

fast-paced conference planned &

Details and registration:
www.piercepepin.coop/youth- programs .

by the youth board from last
year’s event.

YOU'VE GOT A FRIEND IN US.

OUR FIBER NETWORK PROVIDES INTERNET

SPEEDS UP TO | GIGABIT PER SECOND. WE'RE
PRETTY SURE THAT MAKES US FAST FRIENDS.

[ElieE
o
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MAY IS ELECTRICAL SAFETY MONTH

Look up for power lines and stay safe
hings that we see
I every day may
go unnoticed. In

fact, studies show that
our minds likely ignore
power lines. They are

so much a part of our
everyday landscape that
we don’t even see them
anymore. Unfortunately,
the failure to notice e Be especially careful when working near power lines
high-voltage power attached to your house. Keep equipment and yourself at
lines can be a deadly WITH RYAN least 10 feet from the lines.

mistake.

According to the U.S. Consumer and Product Safety
Commission, hundreds of consumer deaths occur each year
from direct or indirect contact with power lines. Electrocution
is also the second leading cause of death for utility and
construction workers, according to the National Institute of
Occupational Safety and Health.

With spring-like weather comes a boost in outside
activities, a perfect time to know your surroundings, and look
up for power lines to keep you and your family safe. Consider
these guidelines when playing and working outside: e Never climb trees
near power lines.
Even if the power
lines are not

MEMORIAL DAY l touching the tree,

they could touch

e Look up and around you. Always know the location of
power lines, particularly when using long metal tools like
ladders, pool skimmers, and pruning poles. Lower your
long equipment when you are moving it. Carry ladders and
other long items horizontally whenever possible.

* Be careful when working on or around your roof, installing
rooftop antennas and satellite dishes, doing roof repair
work, or cleaning gutters. Never go up on the roof in bad
weather.

e Never trim trees
near power lines.
Never use water or
blower extensions
to clean gutters
near electric
lines. Leave
these jobs to the
professionals.

Remember and Honor when more weight is added to the branch.

Office closed: Monday, May 29 e If your projects include digging, like building a deck or
Report electric outages through planting a tree, call Digger’s Hotline at 811 before you
SmartHub or call 800-927-5705. begin to locate underground utility lines. The service is
Report internet outages by free, prevents utility services from being interrupted, and
calling 866-307-5326. can help you avoid serious injury or death.

Source: Safe Electricity
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Board of Directors

A'Touchstons Encep* Coopersive ?Q_:_th District 1.............. Gerald Drier
District 2.............. Edward H
W7725 U.S. Highway 10, P.O. Box 420 e Vare ass
District 3.............. Brian Berg
Ellsworth, WI 54011-0420 District 4 John Parkes
PSSO S District 5.............. Ann Young
info@piercepepin.coop ® Www.piercepepin.coop District 6.............. Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram | (@) District 7.............. Roger Wiff, chairman
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m. District 8.............. Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
Power Outages and Emergencies: 800-927-5705 District 9.............. Daniel Reis
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